38           THE BAGHDAD AIR MAIL

available. The 450 horse-power Napier Lion engine
was therefore installed in the Vickers Vernon to give
it a higher performance; and No. 70 Squadron's Rolls
Vernons were converted to Lion Vernons. It happened
almost inevitably that No. 70 Squadron with its higher
performance aircraft took over the Mail entirely from
about September, 1923, until September, 1924, Mean-
while, in the summer of 1924, No. 45 Squadron began
to get its Lions, and in September, 1924, took over the
Mail and ran it until February, 1926. All this time
No.- 216 Squadron was assisting from the Egypt end
with Vimys,

During the summer of 1924 an altogether new route
between Rafa and Ziza was explored. This was the
culmination of the effort that had been going on for
some time to find the safest way to cross the Judaean
Hills. Instead of flying from Rafa to Jerusalem and
then over Jericho to Ziza, aeroplanes struck east over
Beersheba and then across the Dead Sea, after which
they turned north-east and made for Ziza. On this
route it was possible to find better intermediate landing
grounds than Jerusalem and Jericho; and though the
total length of the two routes was practically the same,
the existence of the improved landing grounds, consider-
ing the precipitous nature of the country, made the
passage of the Judsean Hills far less unpleasant. A
landing ground was made on the sandy spit that projects
from the eastern shore of the Dead Sea, called El Lisan,
which means "The Tongue/' Although the landing
ground at El Lisan was 1,180 feet below the level of
the Mediterranean, the width of the cleft in which
the Dead Sea lay made it practicable to climb out by
flying north and south over the water until the requisite